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Ibiza may dominate the Girlsinelaborate eye make-up and boys in vests sculpting
finely tuned bodies ply Ibiza Town’s harbour front. Above
the pastiche of whitewashed buildings and stone ramparts
brand ofhedonism, but its little preside billboards advertising the plethora of clubs for
which this particular island in the Balearic Sea has

headlines for its own particular

sister Formentera has come into . .
become famous. It's May and the party season hasn’t

its own as a destination that officially started yet, but already there’s a buzz in the air —

the thrum of the parties that have already started and

the promise of those to come.

Welcome to the Quiet Isle... We stroll along the waterfront, just behind our ravers,
towards the glittering sea, but rather than join them on
their hunt for the next party, we're going to let our hair
down in a different way. We're getting on a ferry out of

prides itself on being different.

Ibiza and away from its spirit of hedonism to an exclusive
destination that does chilling out on its own terms. )
The pretty island
We're headed to Formentera, an island only a 30-minute B i o 'n b couldn’t be more

ferry ride south across the water, which has long been in L ~h | i - e £k 40 o' different from the

its big sister’s shadow. It h: into it hustle and bustle
1Ts lg Sister's snadow. as now come 1nto 1ts own as a Oflbiza,just a few

place where you can truly switch off but also have the Fe e o 5 : & _E e - v ol i miles across the water.

best of both worlds, with the option to dine out at fine & A5l i g T el ol e i =t Tourists come here

: to relax and enjo
restaurants and savour cocktails at bars perched on craggy o

a B L : -t - — 3 everything Formentera
rocks overlooking impossibly beautiful vistas. There are a S e & e AT e = e i, - ) has to offer

few clubs too, if the call of Ibiza is too strong.

Formentera is the smallest of Spain’s main Balearic Islands and is surprisingly diverse
for just 32 square miles of land. The locals are fiercely proud of their island’s natural
beauty and much has been done to preserve it. There’s currently a dune regeneration
programme, so don’t go trekking off the beaten track, and not all the roads are tarmacked
so if you want to explore the lesser-known corners of the island, your best bet is to hire a
bike. There are cycle paths all over the island - the clearly delineated Circuits Verds, or
Green Tours, plot diverse paths through some of the islands most stunning spots.

‘There aren’t even traffic lights here, says Nura Sanchez, who runs the Es Pas
Agroturismo hotel in Es Cal6, which is set among swaying grass fields and clusters of
olive trees. ‘When I go to Ibiza now, I feel like a real country person.’

Nura’s hardly a country bumpkin. Born in the US to Argentinian parents and schooled
in Europe, she moved from Ibiza to Formentera three years ago with her family. ‘A lot of
people thought we’d be bored as it’s so quiet but it’s a lot of fun,’ she says. It’s like Ibiza 20
years ago. It gets deserted out of season, while Ibiza is more of a year-round destination.
My husband and I worked at the big clubs in Ibiza for many years, so we’ve had that
experience and wanted something different. You need to make more of an effort to come
here, so it’s quiet and more exclusive.

This doesn’t mean that the beautiful people don’t arrive in their droves during the

summer. The north of Formentera is the most popular with tourists, being close to the
port of La Savina and Ses Salines National Park, which stretches between the south of
the island of Ibiza and the north of Formentera. Ses Salines dominates Formentera’s

postcards with its stretches of white sand and azure waters, and has generated a fair few
column inches thanks to the celebrities that frequent the Juan y Andrea restaurant at the
Platja de ses Illetes. We're talking Jay-Z and Beyoncé, so the real deal. In season, this
means ladies frequent the beach in high heels and full make-up, so not ideal chill-out >
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